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https://cola.unh.edu/history/program/history-ba

Description
The study of history gives students the analytical and communication
skills necessary to succeed in today’s workplace. It is also essential
for being an informed citizen. The history major covers an array of
subjects: the Roman Empire, modern U.S. foreign policy, China's Cultural
Revolution, medieval Islam, the American Revolution, and many, many
others. Every major takes an introductory seminar on historical writing
and analysis, and the major concludes with a senior colloquium that
allows students to conduct in-depth research on a topic of their choosing.
History is a flexible major. That makes history an excellent choice for
students who plan to study abroad or who want to complete a double
major in another discipline.
Students sometimes ask, “what can you do with a history major?” The
answer is practically anything you want. History majors have attended
some of the top graduate programs in the country. Many become
teachers, but history majors also go into law, medicine, and business,
as well as careers in technology, international relations, politics, and the
media. Majoring in history prepares students well for the intellectual
flexibility and ability to think outside the box that today's job market
demands.

Undergraduate Awards for Majors
The Philip M. Marston Scholarship, an award of $500, is available to
students who are interested in colonial or New England history and have
demonstrated ﬁnancial need. There are course requirements for this
scholarship. More details are available from the history ofﬁce.
Each spring, the members of the departmental undergraduate committee
choose history majors to receive the following prizes in history:
• The William Greenleaf Prize is given for the best senior colloquium
paper. Award candidates must have a minimum grade-point average
of 3.2 in history courses. Individuals may nominate themselves or
may be nominated by faculty members.
• The Allen Linden Prize for the best senior history thesis is funded by
the Signal Fund.
• The Charles Clark Prize is for the best essay or research paper
submitted by a history major and is funded by the Signal Fund.
Phi Alpha Theta, the history honor society, is an international
scholastic organization dedicated to promoting historical study on the
undergraduate and graduate levels. Admission to the UNH Psi Pi chapter
is open to undergraduates with an overall grade-point average of 3.0, a
grade-point average of 3.4 or better in history courses, and completion
of HIST 500 Introduction to Historical Thinking.

Requirements
To complete a major in history, students must take ten (10) 4-credit
history courses or their equivalent. Students who enter the University
as history majors, or who declare a major in history, should take the ﬁrst
required course, HIST 500 Introduction to Historical Thinking, as soon as
possible. To declare a major in history, students must have completed
or be enrolled in two history courses. HIST 500 Introduction to Historical

Thinking is a prerequisite for the second required course, HIST 797
Colloquium, which fulﬁlls the Discovery Program capstone requirement
for history majors and is taken during the senior year. Students should
consult the list of topics for HIST 797 Colloquium advertised each
semester.

History Major Requirements
Code

Title

HIST 500

Introduction to Historical Thinking

Credits
4

HIST 797

Colloquium

4

At least eight (8) additional courses, following the guidelines below.
32
No more than two (2) may be at the 400-level and a minimum of three
(3) must be at the 600-level or above.
Total Credits

40

A student's program of study must include two parts:
1. An area of specialization. A student must select at least four
courses to serve as an area of specialization within the major. Up
to two courses (each four credits or their equivalent) in the area of
specialization may be taken in other departments; such courses must
be 500-level or above and have the approval of the student's advisor.
The area of specialization may be in a nation, region, a time period,
global history, or one of the following:
* ancient and pre-modern worlds
* cultural and intellectual history
* empires and colonialism
* international and diplomatic history
* politics, law, and government
* race, gender, and sexuality
* religion
* revolution and social change
* science, technology, medicine, and the environment
* war and society
* world economy
* design your own (with advisor’s permission)
2. Complementary courses. A student must select, in consultation with
his or her advisor, at least three history courses in ﬁelds outside the
area of specialization, chosen to broaden his or her understanding
of the range of history. Each major should take at least one course
from each of Groups I, II, and III. Group I contains all American history
courses, Group II contains all European history courses, and Group III
contains all other history courses.
The program must be planned in consultation with an advisor. A copy
of the program, signed by the advisor, must be placed in a student's ﬁle
no later than the second semester of the student's junior year. Courses
at the 700-level will be judged by the advisor as to their applicability for
area of specialization. The program may be modiﬁed with the advisor's
approval.
Only one HIST 695 Independent Study may be used to fulﬁll the 600level requirement, and no more than two Independent Study courses may
count toward the ten-course requirement. No more than two 400-level
courses may be counted toward the major requirements. Students must
receive at least a C in HIST 500 Introduction to Historical Thinking and at
least a C- in the other nine courses. Majors must maintain a 2.0 or better
in all history courses.
Candidates for a degree must satisfy all of the University Discovery
Program requirements in addition to satisfying the requirements of each
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individual major program. Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) candidates must also
satisfy the foreign language proﬁciency requirement.
History majors may use history courses to fulﬁll Discovery category
requirements but may not double-count history courses for major and
Discovery category requirements.
History majors must satisfy the language requirement for the B.A.
degree in an international language that they could use for historical
research. That list includes Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Greek,
Italian, Japanese, Latin, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. Students may
petition the department curriculum committee for exceptions.
For transfer students, a minimum of ﬁve (5) of the semester courses
used to fulﬁll the major requirements must be taken at the University. One
upper-level course may be transferred to satisfy the requirement that a
major must take at least three courses numbered 600 or above. Transfer
students must complete both HIST 500 Introduction to Historical
Thinking (or its equivalent) and HIST 797 Colloquium.
Students intending further work in history beyond the bachelor's degree
are urged to take HIST 775 Historical Methods.
Students intending to major in history should consult with the
department administrative assistant. Suggested programs for students
with special interests or professional plans are available in the
department ofﬁce.

