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Description

The Direct Entry Master’s in Nursing Program is a full-time, five-semester,
program of study designed for non-RN students who hold a B.S. or B.A.
or higher degree in a field other than nursing. The curriculum begins in
January and includes two summer sessions. This program offers the
American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Clinical Nurse
Leader (CNL) track.  The CNL is a role in the field of nursing designed
to provide master's-prepared, point-of-care nurse leaders with the
ability to manage and solve complex patient problems within a systems
framework.

Students graduate as an advanced generalist with a master of science
(MS) degree in nursing and upon passing certification examination,
as a clinical nurse leader (CNL). Students take the CNL certification
examination in their final semester.  Students complete a clinical
immersion experience in clinical nursing leadership, which includes 300
clinical hours.  Students are admitted with the stipulation that they must
pass NCLEX-RN prior to completion of the program. The stipulation is
met once the RN license is received. Students are eligible to take the
NCLEX-RN after completing a total of 57 credits of accelerated study.
Students conclude their CNL master's preparation with a clinical nurse
leader capstone course, which includes a project and 200 clinical hours
and take the CNL certification examination in the final semester.

Admission Requirements

A grade point average of 3.0 or better is suggested. Previous course work
and professional experience is taken into consideration. Experience in
health care is not required.  Prerequisite courses include Human Anatomy
& Physiology I and II with lab, Microbiology at the cellular level, and
Statistics with a grade of B or better.   Students who have not completed
all prerequisite courses at the time of application may be admitted with
the stipulation that all prerequisite courses are completed with a B or
better prior to starting the program.

Knowledge of the basic processes and methods of research is necessary
for students entering the DEMN program. While many undergraduate
programs include a research methods course, if a student does not have
a background in research, he or she should enroll in an introductory
research course or introductory nursing research textbooks may be used
as self-study resources prior to matriculation in the DEMN program.

Letters of recommendation should be substantial with at least one
academic reference and two references from current professionals with
graduate education background. Letters of recommendation from family
or friends are not acceptable.

Requirements

Degree Requirements
Students complete 63 total credits.

Clinical Hours: 860*

Code Title Credits

Required Courses

NURS 801 Health Policy and Nursing Practice 3

NURS 807 Pathophysiology and Pharmacology 4

NURS 811 Clinical Reasoning Through Simulation 2

NURS 813 Health Assessment and Clinical Nursing Theory 4

NURS 813C Health Assessment and Clinical Nursing (90 clinical hours) 2

NURS 822 Chronic Disease Management 3

NURS 826 Caring for People with Severe and Persistent Mental Illness 2

NURS 826C Caring for People with Severe and Persistent Mental Illness Clinical (90 clinical
hours)

2

NURS 827 Managing Acute and Complex Care of Individuals 4

NURS 827C Managing Acute and Complex Care of Individuals Clinical (90 clinical hours) 2

NURS 831 Childbearing and Childrearing Families 2

NURS 831C Childbearing and Childrearing Families Clinical (90 clinical hours) 2

NURS 835 Leadership in Healthcare 3

NURS 844 Population Health 3

NURS 902 Advanced Physical Assessment 2

NURS 908 Advanced Physiology & Pathophysiology Across the Lifespan 3

NURS 952 Clinical Nursing Leadership 2

NURS 952C Clinical Nursing Leadership Clinical (300 clinical hours) 6

NURS 953 Promoting Quality Management 3

NURS 958 Clinical Nurse Leader Capstone (project plus 200 clinical hours) 6

NURS 968 Foundations of Evidence Based Practice 3

Total Credits 63

* Clinical hours are completed through the following required courses:
NURS 813C, NURS 826C, NURS 827C, NURS 952C, NURS 958.

Degree Plan

Plan of Study
First Year
Spring Credits
NURS 801 Health Policy and Nursing Practice 3
NURS 807 Pathophysiology and Pharmacology 4
NURS 813 Health Assessment and Clinical Nursing

Theory (plus lab)
4

NURS 813C Health Assessment and Clinical Nursing 2
NURS 968 Foundations of Evidence Based Practice 3

  Credits 16
Summer
NURS 822 Chronic Disease Management 3
NURS 826 Caring for People with Severe and

Persistent Mental Illness
2

NURS 826C Caring for People with Severe and
Persistent Mental Illness Clinical

2

NURS 831 Childbearing and Childrearing Families 2
NURS 831C Childbearing and Childrearing Families

Clinical
2

NURS 902 Advanced Physical Assessment 2
NURS 908 Advanced Physiology & Pathophysiology

Across the Lifespan
3

  Credits 16
Fall
NURS 811 Clinical Reasoning Through Simulation 2
NURS 827 Managing Acute and Complex Care of

Individuals
4
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NURS 827C Managing Acute and Complex Care of
Individuals Clinical

2

NURS 835 Leadership in Healthcare 3
NURS 844 Population Health 3

  Credits 14
Second Year
Spring
NURS 952 Clinical Nursing Leadership 2
NURS 952C Clinical Nursing Leadership Clinical 6
NURS 953 Promoting Quality Management 3
Eligible for NCLEX-RN

  Credits 11
Summer
NURS 958 Clinical Nurse Leader Capstone 6

  Credits 6

  Total Credits 63

Accelerated Master's

This graduate program is approved to be taken on an accelerated basis in
articulation with certain undergraduate degree programs.

General Accelerated Master's policy, note that some programs have
additional requirements (e.g. higher grade expectations) compared to the
policy.

Please see the Graduate School website and contact the department
directly for more information.

Accelerated Master's Program
The Direct Entry Master's in Nursing Program provides an opportunity
for accelerated admission to the graduate program for full time
undergraduate UNH students who are not current nursing students and
meet admission criteria.  Students may apply during the second semester
of their junior year by the posted application deadline.  Application review
continues until all seats are filled.  To be considered, undergraduate
students must have completed all major requirements by the fall of their
senior year. Direct entry courses taken during the spring of the senior
year of undergraduate program will fulfill elective credits to complete
B.A./B.S. degree requirements at UNH.  A grade point average of 3.2
or better is required. Previous course work is taken into consideration.
Prerequisite courses include Human Anatomy & Physiology I and II with
lab, Microbiology at the cellular level, and Statistics with a grade of B or
better.  Applicants who are in the process of completing a prerequisite
course spring semester must have instructor submit grade to date
directly to the Department of Nursing by April 8.  Students who have not
completed all prerequisite courses at the time of application may be
admitted with the stipulation that all prerequisite courses are completed
with a B or better prior to starting the program.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to meet with the Graduate Program in
Nursing coordinator and their discipline-specific adviser early on in their
undergraduate program to plan this course of study.

Student Learning Outcomes

At the completion of the Master's nursing program, the graduate student
is prepared to:

• Serve in a healthcare leadership and change agent role as part of a
diverse, complex,and patient-centered health care system.

• Act as a practice scholar to design, direct and evaluate system
changes to promote safe, timely, effective, efficient, equitable and
patient-centered care.

• Use data analytic methods, information systems and technology to
evaluate,integrate and apply knowledge that will improve programs of
care, outcomes of care and care systems.

• Use translational science and analytic methods to develop, identify,
implement, and evaluate best practices to improve health care and
health care systems.

• Design and implement health promotion and clinical prevention
strategies across the health/illness continuum to optimize health and
disease management.

• Systematically use improvement methods to monitor and evaluate
care processes and outcomes and applies data for continuous
improvement and safety

• Advocate for social justice through policy, professional and political
engagement.

• Applies leadership principles that support inter-professional practice.

In addition to the Master's Outcomes, the CNL graduate will:

• Act as lateral integrator to design, direct, and evaluate system
changes to promote safe, timely, efficient, effective, equitable, patient
centered care.

https://catalog.unh.edu/graduate/academic-regulations-degree-requirements/degree-requirements/#dual-degrees
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